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By Libatius Borage.1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a data storing device to
be used for storing video data obtained by successively recording video data obtained by a digital
camera or the like, as well as to a method of processing the stored video data. The invention also
relates to a method of playing back the video data stored in the video data storing device, a method
of searching the video data stored in the video data storing device, and a method of searching the
content of the video data stored in the video data storing device. 2. Description of the Related Art In
recent years, a data storing device (i.e., hard disk drive, HDD) has been used in the form of a
removable memory card, in place of the conventional use of recordable/reproducible video tapes.
The data storing device in the form of the removable memory card is typically applied to video
cameras and digital cameras. A memory card reader, which is removably attached to a personal
computer or the like, may also be used to read the video data. The data storing device is
manufactured in accordance with the conditions (features) required for use in the form of a
removable memory card. There are two kinds of data storing devices, i.e., a fixed type and a
removable type. The removable type data storing device can be attached/detached to/from the
computer or a digital camera, as desired. Therefore, it can be freely used in a wide variety of
applications. With the conventional data storing device, however, it is impossible to freely store the
video data. For example, it is impossible to store the video data without regard to whether the video
data recorded is in a state of a moving image or a still image. When the video data is stored on the
hard disk drive, the video data cannot be referred to unless it is read from the hard disk drive.
However, the video data can be referred to only in recording order, as the hard disk drive records
the video data in the order of recording.
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